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Overview

• About CPRN
• About the WHO Report
• Canada’s CPHO Report 
• BC’s Place in Canada
• The Great Divide – Aboriginal Populations; 

Urban – Rural Differences; Health Inequities
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CPRN

• Canada’s leading socio-economic think tank
• High quality academic level peer reviewed 

research
• Translated into policy options 
• Citizen engagement on policy options to 

discover what Canadians value
• Broad dissemination through our web site –

over 2.5 million downloads annually
• Neutral and non-partisan
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Closing the Gap in a Generation
WHO Report

• Global Commission chaired by Sir Michael 
Marmot – Mme Monique Begin represented 
Canada

• Six part report
– Setting the scene

– Rationale for selecting the evidence presented

– Conditions of daily living

– Structural issues

– Critical importance of data

– Opportunities for change
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“Reducing health inequities is an 
ethical imperative. Social 

injustice is killing people on a 
grand scale.”

CSDH 2008 Closing the Gap in a Generation WHO Report
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WHO Commission’s Overarching 
Recommendations

1. Improve daily living conditions – equity from 
the start

2. Tackle the Inequitable distribution of Power, 
Money and Resources

3. Measure and Understand the Problem and 
Assess the Impact of Action
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Canadian Public Health Office 
2008 Report

• Call for a combination of universal and 
targeted policies and programs that enhance 
social investments to alleviate poverty and 
promote health 

• Development of community capacity to design 
and put into place effective solutions to 
health-affecting situations 

• Facilitation and application of inter-sectoral
action for health 
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Canadian Public Health Office 
2008 Report cont’d

• Generation and application of knowledge and 
best practices that will promote, protect and 
improve the public’s health

• Enhanced public health leadership at all levels 
and across sectors
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CPHO Findings

• On every measure, low income families report 
poorer health, living conditions and 
educational attainment

• While Canada has made gains in overall health 
status, there are greater disparities in income 
levels, and health status for Northern and 
rural communities and for Aboriginal peoples
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Some Startling Facts

• The rate of premature death could be reduced 
by 20% if all Canadians were as healthy as the 
richest 20% of the population

• Income disparities are greater – the richest 
20% are gaining ground much faster than the 
poorest 20%
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More Facts

• Vulnerable populations continue to be at high 
risk of poverty and ill health –
– Lone parents (26%)

– Work limited persons (21%) 

– Recent immigrants (19%)

– Off-reserve Aboriginal Peoples (17%)

• 11.7% of children < 18 live in poverty (2005), 
a decrease from a peak of 18.6% of all 
children in 1996 – coincident with the 
introduction of the NCB
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BC’s Position

• Use the Regional Socio-economic profiles to 
review overall health and wellness

• Available at 
http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/sep/i_rd/m
aps/map.asp
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Investing in Population 
Prosperity

• Canada is guilty of policies that allow 
“Arrested National Development”

• Fundamental restructuring of our spending 
portfolios is needed to redirect monies towards 
the social determinants of health

• We must create the political resonance that 
allows politicians to act on health and not just 
health care
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For additional information:
www.cprn.org

e-mail: info@cprn.org

Receive news of our publications, 
presentations and events on your desktop 
by subscribing to CPRN’s e-network, our 

free weekly electronic newsletter. 

www.e-network.ca


