
 A Common Language for Dialogue on the Quality of Life 
 
November 24, 2000 – What does quality of life mean to you? What is most 
important to your quality of life? How do you think quality of life can be measured? 
By whom? And what should be done with the results?  
 
Some 338 Canadians from a wide variety of experiences and backgrounds came 
together in 40 separate dialogue sessions in 20 communities across Canada to tackle 
questions like these during the month of October. The sessions were organized as 
part of CPRN’s Quality of Life Indicators Project (QOLIP). The purpose was to 
develop a collective portrait of quality of life in Canada grounded in what matters to 
citizens, to identify group priorities, and to begin to identify indicators that would 
track Canada’s progress on quality of life. 
 
The sessions included 34 English-language and 6 French-language groups, 29 in 
urban settings and 11 in rural areas. Environics recruited participants for 20 groups, 
while CPRN or a third party recruited the rest. Three of the groups comprised high-
school students in three provinces, 5 involved “hard-to-reach” citizens (including 
very low income and people with no fixed home address), another 7 included 
participants who were defined as “influential” (decision makers, heads of 
organizations, elected officials), and the remaining 25 groups included randomly 
selected adults.  
 
If the enthusiasm of the participants is any measure, the dialogue sessions were a 
tremendous success. Statistical indicators are not noted for their ability to generate 
popular excitement! But these will be indicators with a difference, rooted, as they 
will be, in popular experience. 
 
The data from the sessions are now being analyzed by Trent University Sociologist 
Joseph Michalski, for presentation at a workshop in mid-December. Following 
response and feedback from participants, a group of specialists will develop a 
prototype set of indicators for future testing in the field. 
 
For more information about the QOLIP and the dialogue sessions, please contact 
Sandra Zagon, Project Manager, at 613-688-5534, or by e-mail at szagon@cprn.org. 
 
Sandra Zagon recently gave a presentation on the QOLIP to the Canadian Society of 
Association Executives in Ottawa. You can access a PowerPoint version of A 
Common Language for Dialogue by clicking here. 
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