
 
 

 
 
 

Social Cohesion and the Information Society 
 
Résumés 

Centre for Urban and Regional Studies, University of Newcastle - Culture and Communication 
Studies. 1999. "Social and Economic Cohesion and the Information Society." 
http://ireland.iol/nexus/cs.htm  

This study was prepared as part of a research project funded by the European Commission. The 
project has produced five volumes of results. This study focuses on the "cohesion regions" of 
Greece, Portugal, Ireland, Italy and Spain. It examines the gap in the capacity to participate in the 
Information Society between less favoured and other regions of the European Union. The 
research concludes that policies and strategies relating to the Information Society and economic 
and social cohesion, from the Commission and from member states, are currently inadequate to 
ensure that the benefits of liberalization and the Information Society will reach all regions and all 
social groups. Indeed, there is a risk that the economic and social cohesion of the European 
Union will, in some respects, be weakened. But the authors do not believe that this need be the 
case. Rather, it is possible to develop policy approaches that will both leave the processes of 
liberalization and the Information Society intact, indeed adding further impetus, whilst at the 
same time ensuring that the benefits are shared more equitably and that cohesion is reinforced. It 
is essential that the EU now take the lead in promoting measures to ensure that all people and all 
regions of the European Union benefit, just as vigorously and vociferously as it has the core 
policies of liberalization and the Information Society. This study recommends two 
complementary directions for policy progress - one that deals with more effective regulation and 
the other with development strategies and investments. 

 

Ferlander, Sara, and Duncan Timms. 1999. "Social Cohesion and On-Line Communities." 
The SCHEMA Project (Social Cohesion through Higher Education in Marginal Areas), The 
University of Sterling. http://www.STIR.ac.uk/schema  

This paper is an overview of the literature related to social cohesion and on-line communities, 
mainly locally based. As pointed out at the beginning of the paper, "When a computer connects 
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people, it is a social network." The transformation of electronic networks into social networks 
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provides the foundation for the development of on-line or virtual communities, communities 
which many commentators have suggested may be just as real, despite their virtual label, as o
based on embodied interaction. In this context, the authors argue, the question is not whether or 
not community exists on-line but, rather, it is, "What constitutes virtual community?" For some 
writers, the on-line community will never be able to replace the local neighbourhood in meeting 
the needs of its members for conviviality and mutual support. For others, the on-line community 
can provide a rich basis for the development of meaningful social contacts, which can overcome 
the alienating forces of modern existence. 
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The SEAKE Centre (Social and Educational Applications of Knowledge Engineering). 1998. 
"Knowledge Networking and Social Cohesion in the Information Society." School of 
Information Management, The University of Brighton. 
http://www.it.bton.ac.uk/research/seake/intro.html  

This study is concerned with the potential and limitations of information and communication 

 enable 

al shift 

f 

 as 

technologies (ICTs) for building and enhancing the social and cultural interfaces between 
citizens, social systems, and the knowledge resources of society. A major technological 
challenge of social cohesion facing the EU is how to use ICTs and media technologies to
citizens to participate in shaping the processes of social and economic innovations. This means 
involvement in generating, maintaining and regenerating social knowledge bases for a 
sustainable information society. This challenge of social cohesion requires a fundament
from a "techno centred" vision of information society to a "human centred" vision, a shift from 
seeing cohesion in terms of technology shaping society to envisioning social cohesion in terms o
the social shaping of technology. This vision emphasizes the continuity of technological and 
social innovations, building upon the dynamic interdependence between technology and the 
knowledge base of society. It sees knowledge as more than a matter of technical innovation, 
neutral, objectified and separated from social and cultural contexts. Rather, it sees knowledge
the core resource for social cohesion, a tool for personal, social and economic development. 

 

What's New? 

The Law Commission of Canada recently released a discussion paper entitled "Recognizing and 

nal 

Supporting Close Personal Relationships Between Adults," which explores the diverse kinds of 
close personal relationships formed between adults. Canadians were invited to share their views 
on how governments can or should recognize and support the variety of relationships that adults 
form. As part of this ongoing consultation process, the Commission will be hosting a public 
"Webcast" (or Internet discussion) on January 31, 2001. During the Webcast, a series of fictio
discussion scenarios will be debated, and participation and feedback from all Canadians is 
welcome. More information about this event is available at: http://www.lcc.gc.ca  

The Policy Research Secretariat, in collaboration with CRITÈRES (the Centre de recherche 

e 
interuniversitaire sur les transformations et les regulations économiques et sociales), will be 
holding a conference on "Have the Factors of Social Inclusiveness Changed?" The conferenc
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will take place at the Université de Montréal on February 22, 2001. For more details about the 
conference: http://policyresearch.schoolnet.ca/2001ConferenceUdM/introduction-e.htm  

Two years ago, the Institute for Advanced Study in Berlin launched a research project on Work - 

 

Knowledge - Social Cohesion. The project comes under the responsibility of the Agora Group, a 
team of about fifteen young researchers from nine countries, ranging from Canada to China and 
from Mozambique to Germany. The project recently came to an end, when the AGORA Fellows
presented the results of their research to the public on January 13, 2001. For more information: 
http://www.wiko-berlin.de/Information/eagora_i.htm  

Do you know about the work of the ESOC - the Economic and Social Cohesion Laboratory? The 

o 
ESOC Lab is a research unit operating within the European Institute of the London School of 
Economics. The Lab is managing a number of projects funded by the European Commission. T
learn about the Lab's work and publications: http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/European/esoc.htm  
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