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Résumés 

Jeff Dayton-Johnson. 2000. "What Does Social Cohesion Contribute to the Rural 
Economy? A Tale of Four Countries." Paper prepared for the Canadian Employment Research 
Forum (CERF) Conference on Rural/Urban Differences in Economic Development, Laurentian 
University. Sudbury, Ontario. September 8-9, 2000. 

This paper compares rural and non-rural levels of social cohesion, and its contribution to income, 
based on survey data for Canada and three developing countries: Romania, Nigeria and India. 
Social cohesion is defined as "a characteristic of a group of people, determined by their 
propensity to invest in social capital." Controlling for economic and demographic variables, 
Dayton-Johnson finds that there is significantly more community activity in rural Canada than in 
non-rural Canada. With the same controls, evidence is found of a significant rural effect on most 
dimensions of trust in Canada, and scattered positive rural effects on trust elsewhere. There is 
little evidence of links between community activity and trust. The link between social cohesion 
and income is quantitatively different in the rural sector in India and Nigeria. 

 

Jo Ritzen. 2000. "Social Cohesion, Public Policy, and Economic Growth: Implications for 
OECD Countries." Keynote address prepared for The Contribution of Human and Social 
Capital to Sustained Economic Growth and Well-Being, organized by the OECD and Human 
Resources Development Canada. Quebec City, Quebec. March 19-21, 2000. 

Jo Ritzen is Vice President for development policy at the World Bank. His paper introduces the 
Comprehensive Development Framework (CDF), a new conceptual framework through which 
the Bank is trying to build a closer connection between social cohesion and efforts to reduce 
poverty. Because he finds that a lot of thinking around social cohesion is focused at the 
community level, Ritzen incorporates into the analysis a macro-political variable that focuses on 
the state, and the broader legal and institutional environment within which societies negotiate 
solutions to their problems and promote their collective interests. This macro variable, which he 
calls the "institutional room-for-maneuver," is an essential part of social cohesion that plays a 
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vitally important role in managing the effectiveness of a country's response to the vagaries of the 
global economy. 

 

Peter Evans. 1996. "Development Strategies Across the Public-Private Divide." World 
Development, Vol. 24, No. 6, pp.1033-1037. 

Recent movement toward more comprehensive institutional perspectives on development has 
been stimulated by two distinct challenges to narrow development theories. Theorists of 'social 
capital' have highlighted the degree to which norms of trust and the interpersonal networks on 
which they are based constitute an economic asset. Revisionist theories of the 'East Asian 
Miracle' have emphasized the central role of public institutions in economic development. This 
article is an attempt to bring these two disparate traditions together by examining the potentially 
positive role of relations that join state and civil society in shared developmental projects. 

 

What's New? 

The Entretiens Jacques Cartier, an academic association promoting research exchange between 
France and Québec, is organizing a series of meetings on the theme of "The Social Contract in 
the Face of Demographic Changes." The meetings will take place at the Chapelle historique du 
Bon Pasteur, in Montreal, from October 4 to 6, 2000. For information, contact Nicole Wragg at: 
Nicole.wragg@inrs-urb.uquebec.ca  

After having received US $1 million from the government of Denmark, the World Bank 
launched in 1996 the Social Capital Initiative (SCI), a four-year research program to study the 
theoretical understanding and practical relevance of the concept in development programs. 
According to the Bank, "increasing evidence show that social cohesion - social capital - is 
critical for poverty alleviation and sustainable human and economic development." The SCI is 
now drawing to a close. The World Bank 2000-2001 development report was released on 
September 12, and section III of the report addresses issues of social cohesion and the need to 
build stronger social institutions. See: http://www.worldbank.org/poverty/wdrpoverty  As well, 
see the SCI's Web site for its Social Capital Library, containing hundreds of abstracts of papers 
and articles on social capital: http://www.worldbank.org/poverty/scapital/index.htm  

The United Nation's General Assembly held the World Summit for Social Development in 
Geneva from June 26 to 30, 2000. The UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, presented a new 
landmark report, "A Better World For All," at the opening of the Summit. Co-authored by the 
UN, the World Bank, the IMF and the OECD, the report assesses progress made in combating 
poverty and outlines a common vision for the way forward. To see the report: 
http://www.paris21.org/betterworld/  

The Canadian Employment Research Forum (CERF) held a conference on September 8-9, 2000 
on the theme of "Rural/Urban Differences in Economic Development." Papers dealt with labour 
market dynamics, social exclusion and social cohesion. Copies can be downloaded from: 
http://cerf.mcmaster.ca  
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