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“This study maps an action agenda for all the stakeholders governments, corporations, 
foundations, researchers, and most important, leaders of the sector itself,” says Judith Maxwell, 
CPRN President.  

Ronald Hirshhorn adds, “The role of public policy is to protect the trust Canadians put in these 
institutions. At a minimum, this requires modern organizational law and fair tax treatment.”  

The study is the product of a roundtable held in January 1997, at which 35 experts on the 
nonprofit sector assembled to provide feedback on research commissioned by CPRN. Their 
discussions and commentaries are included in the study, which also includes an overview paper 
on the role of the sector in civic life.  

Maxwell says that the roundtable and CPRN’s research have shown that “The state of knowledge 
at this time is primitive. The numbers and analytical studies available yield an x-ray, a rough 
sketch of the bare bones. What we need is an MRI scan that displays the soft tissues of the sector 
the ligaments that tie the bones together and the muscles that give them force and direction.”  

The study is a first step in the Nonprofit Sector Research Initiative of The Kahanoff Foundation. 
The Foundation has undertaken to fund research and public education activities that will improve 
the formal knowledge base about Canada’s nonprofit sector and will broaden the understanding 
of the role it plays in our civil society.  
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CPRN is a national not-for-profit research institute whose mission is to create knowledge and lead public 
debate on social and economic issues important to the well-being of Canadians, in order to help build a 
more just, prosperous and caring society.  
 
For more information on the publication, please contact: 
 
Peter Puxley, Director, Public Affairs, Tel: (613) 567-7500 ext. 2019 – E-mail: ppuxley@cprn.org
 

 
To download a free copy of the report visit our home page: http://www.cprn.org

 
A weekly e-mail service, e-network, provides short updates on research projects or corporate activities. 

Visit www.e-network.ca to subscribe. 
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