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While there are differences in policies and philosophy from province to province, Mahon finds a 
number of common themes;  

•  a focus on prevention   
•  all are trying to integrate service delivery and "to break down the silos"   
•  growing emphasis on local responsibility   
•  recognition of the importance of culturally appropriate services  

However, fiscal pressures over the past two decades have also resulted in a move away from 
comprehensive policies towards targeted programs, and that shift has its price. 

"Families are feeling the strain," says Mahon. "With inadequate social support for things like 
after-school care and recreation and cultural activities, they're forced to pick up the slack. And 
that, of course, has other negative consequences." 

According to the Director of the Family Network, Jane Jenson, special measures work best if 
they are designed to supplement strong broad-based programs. 

"Provinces that have developed broad children's strategies, recognizing that the benefits of early 
intervention can be lost if children do not continue to get the support they need as they mature, 
are the ones who recognize the specific needs of this age group," says Jenson. "This research 
underlines the importance of comprehensive policies that blend general support for all children 
with additional measures for those in special need." 

The current study outlines many initiatives designed to meet the needs of school-aged children, 
but it also uncovers inconsistencies and inequity. 

"What we have is truly a patchwork of policies," says CPRN's President Judith Maxwell. "There 
are many gaps to fill before we can call this patchwork a quilt, one that provides all children in 
this age group with the security they need to develop and grow to their full potential." 
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CPRN is a national not-for-profit research institute whose mission is to create knowledge and lead public 
debate on social and economic issues important to the well-being of Canadians, in order to help build a 
more just, prosperous and caring society.  
 
For more information on the publication, please contact: 
 
Peter Puxley, Director, Public Affairs, Tel: (613) 567-7500 ext. 2019 – E-mail: ppuxley@cprn.org
 

 
To download a free copy of the report visit our home page: http://www.cprn.org 

A weekly e-mail service, e-network, provides short updates on research projects or corporate activities. 
Visit www.e-network.ca to subscribe. 
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